Thesis/Topic Sentence Outlining Review

Writing Reminder:  Each topic sentence in an essay serves two purposes:  to develop the thesis and introduce a new topic.  

Essay Review:

With your most recent timed write, use the template below to map your essay.  On the left, copy what you actually wrote.  On the right, make appropriate revisions.  Attach sticky notes if you need more space.

	Original
	Revised

	Thesis:
	
	Thesis:
	

	TS #1
	
	TS #1
	

	TS #2
	
	TS #2
	

	TS # 3
	
	TS # 3
	

	TS#4
	
	TS#4
	

	Concluding Sentence:
	
	Concluding Sentence:
	


Essay Prewriting

In planning your next timed writing, compose your thesis and topic sentences.  For each paragraph, list supporting evidence.  Keep in mind that your goal is to support and prove your thesis, so select evidence that best supports your claims.

	Thesis
	

	TS #1
	

	Supporting Evidence
	·    

	TS#2
	

	Supporting Evidence
	·   

	TS #3
	

	Supporting Evidence
	·   

	TS #4


	

	Supporting Evidence
	·   

	Concluding Sentence
	

	Personal Goal:
	In the space below, write one clear goal for your next timed writing.


	Sample from CSU Essays 5/6

	Thesis:
	Life is given value and meaning by enjoying and accepting it.

· Rhetorical questions to raise issues in essay.

	TS #1
	AGREE

Someone once said, “You should not fear death, but fear the unlived life.”

· Bad v Good experiences

· Lance Armstrong

	TS #2
	DISAGREE

Meaning and value, however, are completely different issues.

· insurance companies (Human Life Calculator)

· Ripley article (9/11)

	TS # 3
	AGREE

Value is something that each individual assigns to life depending on how much meaning it has to them and others.

· Network of friends and family 

· Hamlet’s soliloquy

	TS#4
	

	Concluding Sentence:
	Ultimately, it is people’s own ability and willingness to value life that gives it worth.


	Strong
	Weak

	Thesis:
	According to the passage, happiness is derived from understanding and limiting oneself to society’s expectations. […]  However, accepting limitations allows no room to flourish and truly find one’s proper place.
	Thesis:
	Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice displays how happiness is not achieved when accepting one’s social status and limitations.

	TS #1
	Happiness is not an object of achievement; it is a feeling and emotion that describes a part of life.
	TS #1
	Elizabeth comes from a household with servants and works.

	TS #2
	People may find that happiness means stability, which may be true, but happiness allows for so much more.
	TS #2
	Elizabeth’s Romanticism guides her in search for love, whereas Darcy’s Classicism should direct him to a more orderly, beneficial, and convenient marriage.

	TS # 3
	
	TS # 3
	

	TS#4
	
	TS#4
	

	Concluding Sentence:
	Limitations are set by society; however, they create the opportunity to overcome and surpass.
	Concluding Sentence:
	Pride and Prejudice shows ho suppressing one’s limitations and social status could still lead to happiness.


