Student College Cost Worksheet

Instructor Notes and Background Information
Walk the students through each of the steps above and have them insert a number in the appropriate blanks.  At the time of completing the worksheet, do not try to “edit” their entries or talk them out of an option because of the cost.  
The idea of the worksheet is for the students to discover how they can reduce the cost of college or possibly increase their income to cover their costs.  All the numbers given are estimates based on an average of costs statewide and based on a 39 week school year and a 13 week summer break, only.  For simplicity in calculating the costs for students not yet in college, the winter break is included in the 39 weeks of school.  All the calculated costs should be shown for the entire school year which is assumed to be 39 weeks or 9 months.
All the amounts are estimates.  Students should understand their individual situations may vary dramatically from the amounts that are determined from this worksheet.  Even though this whole exercise is using estimated amounts, students should benefit greatly from seeing the costs of attending college compared to the “income” they may receive and from learning how they can reduce the first while increasing the latter to make attending college affordable for them.

The costs calculated on this worksheet are for Full-Time attendance for only one year (typically the Freshman year).  A rough estimate of the entire cost of attending college might be calculated by multiplying by 4 if the student intends to complete their course of study in four years of full time work.  Other options may also be calculated. 
Considering the costs of going to college and finding the money to meet those costs will require a great amount of discipline on the part of the students.  They will need much guidance in this process and hopefully the parents will also participate.

Expenses
Tuition and Fees:  The numbers shown here are approximate amounts of tuition at the various segments of California schools for the 2005 – 06 school year.  Changes to the tuition amounts are made annually through the state budget process.  The tuition amounts on the worksheet should be changed annually to reflect the true cost of tuition at each segment of California colleges.
Books/Supplies:  The costs of books and supplies vary greatly based on the course of study, the number of terms in the school year, the resale possibilities available at the end of the term and which school the student attends.  A number has been inserted to avoid much undue consternation in determining what the amount should be for each of the possible combinations.

Rent/Housing:  The campus housing offered throughout the state averages about $11,000 per year.  Point out to students many if not most of the California schools are now limiting the guarantee of on-campus housing to only the first (and sometimes) the second year of attendance.  This means students at those colleges and universities will have to find alternate housing arrangements for the subsequent years of attendance.
Telephone/Utilities:  Basic costs for telephone and utilities are usually included in the living costs for students in on-campus housing.  Students who intend to live on campus, should include a cost estimate for long distance calls on the housing-provided phones.  Students intending to have a cell phone must the include the costs associated with the service, using extra minutes, etc.
Internet/Cable:  These costs might be included in the Utilities costs or paid separately.  There might even be fee internet access available on some campuses, but they should be considered on this worksheet to ensure they are covered somewhere.  If a student is absolutely certain they will have free internet access they might consider not listing this as a cost.

Transportation:  Calculate the amount of gas using the given (minimum) amount or more per week.  Calculate the amount of the car payment, maintenance, insurance and registration (estimated at $15.00/day).  Point out to students these amounts are near the minimum levels.  If they want to drive a high performance car or an SUV or truck the daily amount will increase by $5 to $7 depending on the vehicle itself, the age of the vehicle and the purchase price.  Add the amount to park the car on campus.  The amount given is an informal average amount for one term which must be multiplied by 2 or 3 depending on the number of terms in a school year at the given school.

Make sure students do a subtotal of the car expenses on Line A.  At the end of the worksheet students will make the comparison of the costs of car transportation vs. public transportation.  
The public transportation cost on the worksheet is an informal average of the cost of a monthly student pass.  This, of course varies among cities and the worksheet amount may be ignored or changed as necessary for the local conditions.  Many high school students will know the (reduced) cost of a student transportation pass but college students in the same city may be charged the full fare.  Students should be advised to check with the web site of the college they intend to attend or the transit company in the city where they will attend college for the cost and the documentation required to qualify for the student rate if there is one available.
Food:  The cost of food may be reduced from $100/week if the student is either living in on-campus housing that includes meals, or they are able to purchase a meal plan at the start of each term, or they are living at home with parents who are providing at least some of their food.  However, all students should add an amount on this line for their snacks, drinks and the occasional meal out.  Help the students make an estimate according to their planned circumstances.
One snack and one drink/day is a minimum of $5.00/day; “designer” coffee drinks can be around $5.00 each; groceries for young men will probably range from $100/week to $125/week or more if they are very active; groceries for young women will probably be in the $100/week range; pizza and a drink for one person is up to $15.  
Students have a good idea of the costs of individual food items, but seem to have no idea of grocery store prices or the total weekly or monthly costs of all food consumed.  Students may also not think about the “other” products that are often purchased at a grocery store.  Items such as personal care products, socks, detergents, cleaning supplies, batteries, and magazines should not be counted in the food budget, but should be included on other appropriate lines of the worksheet.
Personal/Misc.:   The amount suggested in this category is the total of what the average student might expect to spend for the following items:
· Clothing -- $100/mo. for purchase of clothing, coin operated laundry, detergent, softeners and dry-cleaning
· Health/Dental Insurance -- $100/mo. 
· Entertainment -- $60/mo. for movies, plays, admission to performances and sports events, purchase of CD’s, purchase of books and magazines for “fun reading”, movie rentals, hobby materials, etc.
· Personal -- $30/mo. for personal care products, manicures, hair cuts, etc.
· Gifts -- $10/mo. for gifts and greeting cards
Students may want to vary these amounts based on their own activities and family circumstances.  For instance, if the student’s parents are willing to provide laundry facilities, or continue carrying the student on their insurance, the student may not need to count those costs as part of the cost of attending college.

Total Expenses:  Have the students add the costs they entered on the cost lines but DO NOT INCLUDE ANY of the transportation costs.  The costs for a car and for public transportation will be separately added to the other costs of attendance after the income is calculated at the bottom of the worksheet.  

Income
Money from Parents:  This is the amount calculated by the US Dept. of Education from the information submitted on the FAFSA.  The amount will be included in the Student Aid Report (SAR) that is sent or transmitted to the student from the Dept. of Education after the information on the FAFSA has been calculated.  It will be in the section labeled “Expected Family Contribution” or “EFC”.   Since you cannot know the amount of the student’s family income, we will use 300 as an estimate/average.  Student’s should be assured the number may be much different on their SAR as it will be calculated directly from the family income, the size of the family, the age of their older parent, the number of students in college and other factors that are reported on the FAFSA.  Many students will, of course, have a lower EFC and many will be higher.  The very lowest income students will have a zero EFC.

Many families will not need to actually write a check for the amount of EFC.  Some students are able to reduce the costs of their education and will therefore not require some or all of the EFC money and others will be able to earn enough of their own money that can be used instead of their parent’s money.  

Submitting a completed FAFSA is the only way to apply for the federal grants and loans and is one of the two required documents to apply for the state Cal Grant.  We recommend all students complete a FAFSA and let the computers at the Department of Education and the CA Student Aid Commission determine their eligibility.  

Pell Grant:  The amount of the Pell is determined by the amount of the EFC.  A student with an EFC of 300 will receive $3,700 in Pell grant, and this number is entered on the worksheet.  Since the student’s EFC is an estimated average amount, the Pell Grant amount is also estimated.  The actual Pell grant will be calculated after the EFC amount is determined.  The maximum amount of the Pell Grant for students with a zero EFC is currently $4050/yr.  The Pell Grant is an entitlement grant, therefore, any eligible student who applies before the Federal deadline (the June 30th of the year following the year in which the FAFSA was released) will receive a Pell Grant amount based on their EFC up to the maximum amount.
FSEOG/SEOP: Students with zero EFCs who are also eligible for the Pell Grant might also receive a supplemental grant called the Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG or SEOG).  The maximum award amount is $4,000/yr.  The Dept. of Education provides a block grant of money to the colleges for this program.  The campus awards it on a first come, first awarded basis according to their policies and when all has been awarded, there is no more.  Most campuses do not award the full amount to any students, but try to serve as many as possible by awarding a smaller amount to each.  Students are advised to apply early to be considered for this money. 

Because the amounts awarded are determined by each campus and there is no way to predict which students will receive this money, the category has been omitted from the worksheet.

Cal Grants:  The Cal Grants will pay toward the student’s tuition and amounts shown on the worksheet are the amounts (anticipated prior to the final state budget) to be awarded to students for the 2005-06 school year.  These amounts are determined annually through the state budget process and should be changed on the worksheets to correspond to the current numbers.

When a student who has been awarded a Cal Grant at a California Community College, they will not actually receive the tuition portion of the Cal Grant, but will instead be eligible for a Board of Governors Fee Waiver or (BOG/FW).  The student may be required to complete an additional one-page form at the school to receive the waiver.  

Please review the “Fund Your Future” publication (and others) listed in the resource sections to review the details of the Cal Grant awards, such as the:

· Process of transferring the Cal Grant award to a 4-year school after attending a Community College
· Conditions of the Cal Grant B tuition and fees component during the first year of college

· Payment of the “access” amount to Cal Grant B recipients while attending Community College

Scholarships:  Scholarships are offered by private parties, individuals, corporations, etc.  Because they are private, each of them can (and do) establish their own eligibility criteria, deadline and application requirements.  There is no standardization among the various scholarships so students must first determine if they are eligible and then make a proper application.  Finding and applying for scholarships is a very time consuming and boring job, but it pays off if the student works at it consistently.   Not all scholarships require a GPA, or an income statement, or an essay; so students who do not have high grades, or do have a moderate or higher income or have trouble writing an essay can also apply for some scholarships.  (See more details in the “Scholarships!!” sheet” booklets listed in the Resources section and made available as part of this package.)

A student who works 10 hours to find and apply for scholarships and is awarded $1,000 have earned scholarship money at $100/hour.  Not many people earn that kind of money at any time in their working life!  On the other hand, most students find they have to apply for many scholarships to get even one or two.  It is difficult to find appropriate scholarships and the competition for many (not all) of them is fierce.

To narrow the competition a student is well advised to pay attention to the eligibility criteria and find those that are specific to their own heritage, culture, religion, race, hobbies, interests, club membership, chosen course of study, etc.  Internet scholarship searches and directories will allow the student to use their “profile” information to narrow the scope of the scholarships that are truly available to them.  This is an efficient method of looking for a scholarship.

The “formula” on the worksheet for determining how much money a student might expect from scholarships, is a guideline designed for use with this worksheet ONLY.  It does not actually work this way.  Students should understand there is no guarantee for receipt of any amount of scholarship money, no matter how many applications they have submitted or how long it takes them to research and apply. 

Student Work:  Student work might be a campus job under either a Federal or Campus Work-Study program or could be a job the student found on their own.   The Work-Study program will try to find the student a job on or near campus that has been listed through the campus by the employer.  The employers tend to be more lenient with students when changing their work hours each term.  Retail employers however, often want the student to increase their hours during the seasonal busy times which often correspond with finals at school.

A student who finds their own job will have to work out with the employer their regular change in working schedules at the beginning of every term in school   The advertised  pay amounts for jobs the student’s find on their own, may vary more than those listed through the financial aid office on campus.  Often the job a student has while attending college will lead to a full-time job during school breaks and possibly a permanent job after graduation.
The money earned on the job, is expected to be used to help pay the costs of attending college.  It may be applied to any facet of attending including tuition and fees, books, board and room or miscellaneous.

Calculation for this section is based on only 38 weeks which gives the student a week of school before the job begins.

Loans:  Loans are an investment in the Student’s future, but they must be taken out wisely and with full knowledge of how the pay-back will be accomplished.  Stafford loan recipients may only receive $2,625 during their first year of college.  That amount is increase in subsequent years and the total amount a student may borrow during their college career is limited based on the year in college and if the student is in an undergraduate or graduate program.   (See more details in the “Fund Your Future” booklets listed in the Resources section.)
Stafford loans are available to almost students as either subsidized (interest is not accumulated while the student is in school) or unsubsidized (interest is accumulated from the date the money is made available to the student).  Subsidized loans are offered only to lower income students while unsubsidized loans are generally offered to higher income students who often are not eligible for any other “need-based” financial aid.  Eligibility is determined from the information on the FAFSA.  The interest rate for Stafford loans varies but is capped at 8.25% and the repayment period is 10 years.

Perkins Loan Program:  The Perkins loans are made available exclusively to low income students who have exceptional financial need.  The maximum loan amount is $4,000 with total loan limits that are similar but in greater amounts than Stafford loans.  Perkins loan funds are very limited (unlike the Stafford loans) and therefore, few students receive the maximum annual or lifetime amounts.  These loans are all subsidized, the interest rate is fixed at 5% and the repayment period is 10 years.  The Perkins loans are not included on the worksheet because of the relatively severe limitations of the amount available to students.
Student Savings:  Funds are available to many students from their own savings accounts.  Some students have had savings since they were small children and others have not.  One of the assumptions made for this worksheet is that students will work to help pay for their own college expenses and/or will have other savings available to be used for college expenses.   

The calculation of potential student earnings on the worksheet includes working full-time for 12 weeks at 7.50/hour earning a total of $3,600 minus about 15% for taxes ($540); minus $500 for replacement clothing and some entertainment for a total of $2,560 to be saved.    Calculating earnings on only 12 weeks of work will allow the student a week after school ends to find a job and/or to take a short vacation.  The 15% subtracted for taxes will probably eventually be returned to the student by filing for a tax refund and this money, too, could go into savings.  However, the worksheet does not consider the return of that money.
Students who do not wish to participate in this rather rigid schedule, will need to scale back the amount of money earned and saved for college.
Total Income:  Have the students add the total amounts of income expected and place it on the line provided.

Comparison
Grand Total Expenses:  For the “Grand Total Expenses” line, under the heading “A (With Auto only)” add together the “Total Expenses” line amount from the first section of the worksheet, PLUS the “Total Car Costs” from line “A”. 
For the “Grand Total Expenses” line, under the heading “B (With Bus only)” add together the “Total Expenses” line amount from the first section of the worksheet, PLUS the cost of the “Public Transportation” calculated on line “B”.

Total Income:  Enter the amount on the “Total Income” line from above.  Put the same amount on both the “Total Income” lines, once in the “A (With Auto only)” column and once in the “B (With Bus only)” column.

Difference:  If the difference is caused by the expenses being a larger amount than the income, it means the student does not have enough money to cover all their college expenses.  The student must consider how to reduce the costs of going to college or increase the amount of income.   Generally, the Cost of Attendance allowances are quite generous and with a little bit of concentration, some of them can be reduced. 
Lead a discussion of how students might either reduce the costs or increase the income:

· One of the biggest cost reductions might be to not have a car while in college.   This can be demonstrated by comparing the “Difference” amounts in Column A and Column B at the bottom of the worksheet.  Owning a car is a huge expense and many California campuses discourage or do not allow Freshmen to have cars on campus because of severely limited parking.  Many colleges, whether they limit the number of cars on campus or not, do not have enough spaces for everyone to park, making it difficult for those who have classes beginning after 9 or 10 a.m. to park anywhere.  This is a much bigger issue for commuter students than it is for those living on campus.   The cost of owning a own car is an expense in itself, but most students in California will also find they will be required to pay a huge parking fee every term.  In favor of public transit, most California campuses are serviced by public transportation and students have the opportunity to catch up on their reading during their bus rides.
· Having a roommate will reduce the costs of housing if the student is in an apartment.

· Buying used text books and selling their old ones may help reduce the cost of books somewhat, but these is not terribly efficient.  Some students have found they can borrow text books from the library or from a student who previously took the class and kept the book.

· Utilizing campus computers, internet ports or wireless connections for internet access is a savings if the service is free as it is on some campuses.  Check the campus website to see what might be available.
· Pay attention to the amount of time spent on the cell phone so the basic number of minutes is not exceeded.

· Reduce the amount spent on clothes by buying used clothing or no-name-brands.  Most college students wear separates and dress very casually, both of which are less expensive than clothing bought as an outfit.

· Rent movies instead of going to the theater.  Consider going to the matinees rather than a night showing for at least some of the latest films.  Learn not to buy snacks and drinks at the theater because the cost is very high.

· Learn to cook if living in an apartment: and consider taking a lunch and snacks to campus if not participating in a campus food program. Pay attention to the number and cost of snacks and drinks; etc. purchased on campus.  Learn to brew your own coffee at home or in the dorm and carry water to drink during the day.  It is cheaper and healthier.

· More ideas for reducing college costs are found in the “Credit for College” booklet (listed in the Resources section) published by EdFund.  Look for the discussion of the student who borrowed money to buy a daily “designer” coffee while in school and upon graduation still had to pay back all that loan money.

· Most former college students (including teachers and counselors) can also relate their personal experiences to students.  Students tend to appreciate hearing about real life situations and methods others have used to solve money issues while on campus.
It is difficult to get more money to cover college costs.  The hours used to calculate the earnings and savings do not leave much room for a second job or more hours of work.  Therefore most of the solutions will likely in the areas of reducing costs or using money more wisely.
· Remind students of the deductions from earnings for taxes and that most of them will be able to receive most if not all that money back, especially if their annual earnings were quite low.

· Scholarships are a great way to gather more money for college, but it will take a significant amount of student time and commitment to find and apply for them.
· Students will learn that using their savings is very beneficial especially if they can reduce the amount of loan money required to meet the costs of attendance.

· Students should consider asking for additional money from sources that seem receptive.  If they have done community work, ask the organization for whom they worked if there is available scholarship money.  Scholarships might also be available from their employers or their parent’s employers, or from their religious organization, or from the groups in which they or their parents have membership.  Sometimes relatives (including older siblings who are working) are able to help and are just waiting to be asked.  Some successful students have asked relatives to give cash them rather than a bought gift for high school graduation.  Every little bit counts.

· If after all the above, the student still finds themselves short of money, they might consider attending a Community College for the first two years especially if they can continue living with their parents.  Most parents do not charge their child rent, or if they do, it is reduced from the amount they would pay for their either an apartment of on-campus housing.  Living at home may increase the cost of transportation, but it will still be less than living elsewhere and paying rent.  The diploma they receive from the four-year school will not mention the first years were taken at another school and they will be able to work through many of the GE courses prior to transferring to the more expensive four-year school.
If the difference between the costs and the income is caused by the income being a larger amount than the expenses, the student will “only” need to identify which sources of financial aid money they must reduce.  The first thing they should do is reduce or eliminate the loan amount, and the second thing might be to reduce the number of hours they are working or reduce the amount of money removed from savings to meet the college costs.   Remember, a college financial aid office cannot allow a student to accept more financial aid money than the amount of the cost of attendance and if more is received, some of the financial aid must be reduced.  Most colleges will suggest the reduction of the loan amounts first and work-study next.
It also might be advisable to check the student’s math!

College Financial Aid Resources, available from CSAC and/or EdFund 
(Some are for students, some for instructors and some for both.)
Each resource is listed including the order number if there is one, a description of what the document contains or covers and how to order.  Both the California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) and EDFund web sites show many more publications, posters and videos than are included in this listing.  All items of both web sites may be ordered free of charge in any amount needed and the shipping is also free.  CSAC and EdFund use the same warehouse, so when ordering you may combine the order between those document that are CSAC and those that are EdFund.
Cal Grant, Money for College (G-185)

A one page flyer printed on both sides on heavy stock that is designed for students, their parents, teachers and counselors.  All the eligibility and award details about the program are detailed on one document.  The entitlement program for recent High School graduates is described on the front side and the competitive program for older students returning to college is described on the back side. 


This form is only available from CSAC and may be ordered by mail or fax.  Go to www.csac.ca.gov, click on “Publications” and then click on “Forms and Publications Order Form”.  Print the form, complete it with the quantity ordered for any number of the publications and either mail it to the address on the form or fax it using the number on the form.

College Cash Box  (G-119)

An annual box of documents designed to be used by teachers and counselors in the classroom.  Included in the box are a copy of the Fund Your Future Workbook and Counselor guide, the current FAFSA and GPA verification form, flyers and notices that may be copied and posted around the school, posters, a CD of the CSAC radio announcements to be used by the school, a CD of various financial aid articles that may be printed and copied to give to parents, videos in both English and Spanish to be shown to parents and students about the FAFSA application process.


The Cash Box only available from CSAC and may be ordered by mail or fax.  Go to www.csac.ca.gov, click on “Publications” and then click on “Forms and Publications Order Form”.  Print the form, complete it with the quantity ordered for any number of the publications and either mail it to the address on the form or fax it using the number on the form.

Credit for College, Tools for Managing Your Money (I -110)

An excellent booklet designed and published by EdFund.  This booklet is written for high school students, about college students and discusses pertinent issues about money management for college students.  General financial aid is discussed along with establishing and maintaining a checking account, planning for the future and other aspects of money management.  This booklet is very valuable for all high school students and especially seniors.

To order directly from the EdFund web site, go to www.edfund.org, click on “Forms and Publications”, and enter the document number (I -110) above in the “Document Number” field.  The next page will display the cover of the document and provide an area to indicate the number ordered.  Follow the prompts to add more documents and to finalize the order.

Entrance Guide to Your Student Loan (L-80A) [Zone In on Your Student Loans, Volume One]


This booklet is listed under the “Entrance Guide . . .” but the title on the cover is “Zone In . . .”.  It is written for students, their parents, teachers and counselors.  It contains a glossary of Loan terms, secrets of successful budgeting, descriptions of the available federal loans, the amounts that may be borrowed and the conditions of repayment.  This booklet should be read by all high school students who think or know they will need to use loans to help financial their college education.  It is also used for the mandatory counseling the student must attend on the college campus prior to receiving a loan.

To order directly from the EdFund web site, go to www.edfund.org, click on “Forms and Publications”, and enter the document number (L-80A) above in the “Document Number” field.  The next page will display the cover of the document and provide an area to indicate the number ordered.  Follow the prompts to add more documents and to finalize the order.

Fund Your Future, Counselor Guide (I -4)

This is an intensive of the State and Federal financial aid programs available to students attending college.  It is designed to be used by teachers and counselors of prospective and current college students.  It is published by EdFund and details all the California and federal programs.  It is revised annually to capture the latest award amounts and any other changes that might have occurred.  The revision is available annually in October and the one received each year will be addressed to that year’s high school seniors and older students who will be attending college during the next school year.


To order directly from the EdFund web site, go to www.edfund.org, click on “Forms and Publications”, and enter the document number (I -4) above in the “Document Number” field.  The next page will display the cover of the document and provide an area to indicate the number ordered.  Follow the prompts to add more documents and to finalize the order.  You may also order any of the “Fund Your Future” booklets using the CSAC order form.
Fund Your Future, Workbook (I –2)


This booklet describes the State and Federal financial aid programs available to students attending college.  It is designed to be used by high school and college students, their parents, teachers and counselors.  It is published by EdFund and details all the California and federal programs.  It is revised annually to capture the latest award amounts and any other changes that might have occurred.  The revision is available annually in October and the one received each year will be addressed to that year’s high school seniors and older students who will be attending college during the next school year.

To order directly from the EdFund web site, go to www.edfund.org, click on “Forms and Publications”, and enter the document number (I -2) above in the “Document Number” field.  The next page will display the cover of the document and provide an area to indicate the number ordered.  Follow the prompts to add more documents and to finalize the order.

Fund Your Future, Wookbook, Spanish (I -3)

This booklet is the same as the English version described above.

To order directly from the EdFund web site, go to www.edfund.org, click on “Forms and Publications”, and enter the document number (I -3) above in the “Document Number” field.  The next page will display the cover of the document and provide an area to indicate the number ordered.  Follow the prompts to add more documents and to finalize the order.

High School Focus (I –98)

This is a tabloid document designed for use by high school teachers and counselors.  It is revised annually and is indicated by a school year in which the student will be attending college on the cover.  The topics covered tend to be updates to the Cal Grant and other state and federal financial aid programs, available and/or new classroom resources, general financial aid, and much more.  The articles are short and packed with factual information that contains useful background information on financial aid programs.

To order directly from the EdFund web site, go to www.edfund.org, click on “Forms and Publications”, and enter the document number (I -98) above in the “Document Number” field.  The next page will display the cover of the document and provide an area to indicate the number ordered.  Follow the prompts to add more documents and to finalize the order.

Important Contacts

This is a one-page flyer developed in-house by CSAC.    It contains the phone numbers and web sites for the Federal Dept. of Education, CSAC and EdFund and is designed for students, their parents, teachers and counselors to use to contact each of the individual agencies with additional questions.  It has been a valuable aid for assistance in completing the FAFSA, follow-up requests for additional information, and answering questions.   It is attached as a pdf version which may be printed.  Users may feel free to make as many copies as necessary.
It’s All On the Web

This one-page flyer, developed in-house by CSAC is designed to be printed on both sides and consists of web sites related to preparing to go to college.  Categories of web sites included are “College Searches”, “Admissions Testing”, “Job and Career Searches”, “Financial Aid”, and “Scholarships”.  It is attached as a pdf version which may be printed.  Users may feel free to make as many copies as necessary.


Teachers and Counselors may access the web sites for further background information about financial aid and completing the FAFSA.

Jr/Sr. Pre-College Calendar and Checklist


A single sheet printed on both sides of heavy stock with information for the Junior year on one side and for the Senior year on the other side.  It is published by Educaid under the direction of EdFund, CSAC and CASFAA.  It is designed for students and their parents, teachers and counselors to help monitor the courses taken during the last two hears of high school, testing deadlines, application deadlines, time frames to visit campuses and review college catalogs and much more.

The Checklist is only available from CSAC and may be ordered by mail or fax.  Go to www.csac.ca.gov, click on “Publications” and then click on “Forms and Publications Order Form”.  Print the form, complete it with the quantity ordered for any number of the publications and either mail it to the address on the form or fax it using the number on the form.

Life 101 (L–49)

This is a tabloid publication designed for high school students to encourage them that going to college is possible and beneficial.  It is revised every year and each year various stars are interviewed for articles that describe their journey from high school to college, their issues and high points and what their education has meant to them in their careers.  Other articles address financial aid, money management and other subjects related to going to college.

To order directly from the EdFund web site, go to www.edfund.org, click on “Forms and Publications”, and enter the document number (L-49) above in the “Document Number” field.  The next page will display the cover of the document and provide an area to indicate the number ordered.  Follow the prompts to add more documents and to finalize the order.

Scholarships (pdf)


This one-page flyer, developed in-house by CSAC, discusses how students may find scholarships from local sources and two methods of finding scholarships on the internet.  Students must look for scholarships because they are offered from private sources and there is no standardization on the requirements, application procedures or deadlines.  Both internet methods for searching for scholarships will help students narrow the possibilities to those for which they are more likely to qualify.  It is attached in a pdf version which may be printed.  Users may feel free to make as many copies as necessary.  CSAC staff usually copy this flyer on Goldenrod paper to make it stand out among all the others.

Teachers and Counselors might consider accessing the scholarship directories and/or utilizing the search box method to search for scholarships to familiarize themselves with the process and/or to find possible sources for their students.

Tax Benefits for Higher Education (I -91) [Parent and Student Guide to Federal Tax Benefits for Tuition and Fees]

This newly revised booklet published by EdFund is listed under the “Tax Benefits . . .” title, but the title on the booklet is the “Parent and Student . . . “ title.   Discussed in the booklet are Tax Credits and Tax Deductions that are available to families who pay certain college costs for their students, followed by a discussion of the Tax Deferred savings plans, how money can be moved into the plan, when the money may be distributed and if the distribution is tax free.


To order directly from the EdFund web site, go to www.edfund.org, click on “Forms and Publications”, and enter the document number (I -91) above in the “Document Number” field.  The next page will display the cover of the document and provide an area to indicate the number ordered.  Follow the prompts to add more documents and to finalize the order.
A couple of really good Web Resources   (Also check out the web sites listed near the end of the Fund Your Future booklets and on the “It’s All on the Web” sheet.)


www.youngmoney.com  Includes information about financial aid, careers, money management,  and many other student-related subjects.


www.students.gov  Includes electronic links to many categories of information including Play Your education, Pay for you education, Career development and others.
Doris Keller 
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