A Sample of Generic Questions

For

Socratic Seminar

1. What are the assumptions (explicit or underlying) of this text?

2. Is it self-contradictory to state _____ in one part of the text and _____ in another part?

3. What if _____ happened (or were true) instead of _____?

4. What would you do (or say) if you were _____?

5. What might be some other good titles for this?

6. Here is a question: ____________________________________________?

i. What does the text say about this issue?

ii. What do you think about it?

7. Does the text agree or disagree with this statement: __________________?

8. If _____ were writing (composing, painting, etc.) today, what would be different about this work?

9. Look at this list of key words and rank them according to their importance to this work.  Then explain your reasons for the ranking.

10. In recent times, what well-known people are/were like _____?

11. Which of the following statements/phrases fits with _____’s point of humankinds (or some other object of comparison)

12. Would the meaning of this work change, if what the author (or composer, artist, etc.) said were changed to _____?

13. In what way would _____ change, if _____ happened differently?

14. How do you think _____ was viewed/would be viewed by _____?

15. In what ways are _____ and _____ alike?  Different?

16. What part of this work is most discussible?  Why?  Least discussible?  Why?

