A List of College Reading Tasks
· Make predictions while reading

· Summarize texts accurately

· Comprehend ideas presented in a variety of texts and be able to see connections among them

· Successfully read challenging texts without instruction or support
· Approach texts with a variety of reading strategies
· Identify key claims and evidence as it relates to the argument
· Differentiate between main and subordinate ideas in texts

· Clarify challenging material through rereading strategies

· Predict the author's purpose using textual clues

· Argue with a text; challenge what a text says

· Apply prior knowledge to new ideas and information

· Develop questions while reading and seek to find answers

· Use context clues to understand unfamiliar words
A List of College Writing Tasks

· Write papers that pertain to reading 

· Summarize ideas presented in non-fiction texts

· Synthesize ideas from several sources

· Analyze arguments

· Critically analyze the ideas in texts

Center on Instruction:  Five Recommendations

· Provide explicit instruction and supportive practice in the use of reading comprehension strategies. (17)

· Increase the number and quality of open, sustained discussions of texts. (31)

· Set and maintain high standards for texts, conversations, questions, and vocabulary. (40)

· Develop instructional methods that increase student engagement with text and motivation for reading. (47)

· Teach essential content knowledge so that all students master critical concepts. (56)
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